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of the Church of Rome to exercise supremacy over the *
Church of England. Naturally this again adds much interest
to the story of the Medici.

Lastly, owing to an exceptional many-sidedness they
touched life at so many points. In statesmanship and finan-
cial capacity, in learning and aitistic taste, in civil admin-
istration and sympathy with the feelings of the people, in
knowledge of commerce and agriculture, in all these differ-
ent directions did the Medici evince an unusual ability. And
this was joined to qualities of courtesy, agreeableness of
manner, absence of arrogance, and a free and generous dis-
position, which much enhanced their power of influencing
those with whom they were brought in contact. They were
not, however, assisted by any attractions of personal appear*
ance, their portraits showing that they were by no means a
handsome family, their only good feature being their fine
eyes, which were proverbial. These various characteristics
make them an interesting family apart from the other as-
pects of their history.

Two grave charges have been preferred against them-
first, that they by a long course of duplicity deprived their
country of its liberty, and exalted themselves into despots
over it; and, second, that there is to be attributed to them
an evil pre-eminence in crimes of murder. How fai these
charges are just will be best seen as we follow the course of
their history; but regarding the second some general re-
marks are called for.

The charge is a strange one in view of the contemporary
history of other countries. For the history of this family em-
braces thirteen generations, and out of this number there
are no less than ten generations to whom no such crimes
have been even attributed. It is not until we reach the sev-
enth generation that we have the first murder committed by
a Medici; and even that was committed by one who had no
legitimate right to the name.3 While it is not until we reach